PERMANENT FRENCH  CHARACTERISTICS

astonishing power of recuperation. During the course of the Hundred
Years War she suffered utter disasters which might easily have dis-
couraged her. Yet barely a few years after the end of these trials, she
had once again become Europe's most powerful nation. This ability to
recover arises in part from the fertility of her soil and the labours of her
peasants; in part it springs from an instinctive faith in her destiny and
from a deep-rooted certainty that a Frenchman can only be a Frenchman.
The second characteristic is belief in France's universal mission. The
French, perhaps because they belong to a border civilization, are inclined
to believe that it is possible to convince all men of the truth of a system
of ideas. In the Middle Ages the University of Paris felt that Europe and
the Church of Rome acknowledged its pre-eminence. During the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, we shall observe the same pheno-
menon manifest under different forms. If the notion of a universal
society should some day prove victorious, the French ought to be among
the first to exercise a spiritual influence therein. They had elaborated,
as early as the twelfth century, the concept of a homogeneous Christendom.
The idea of a Europe united, not by the power of legions but by truths
unanimously accepted, was born on the hill of Saint Genevieve.
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